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. . . The eighth annual meeting of the Norwegian 
Feace Society was held at Stavanger on the 8th of 
August. About fifty delegates attended. A resolution 
was passed expressing great satisfaction that the Storting 
had declared in favor of the permanent neutrality of 
Norway. 

. . . The second national Swedish peace congress, held 
recently at Orebro and presided over by Dr. Nilsson, de- 
fined the program of the Swedish friends of peace to be 
the conclusion of arbitration treaties between countries, 
obligatory recourse to the Hague Court, neutralization of 
states and waterways, the federation of the nations 
with a common parliament, the permanent neutrality of 
Sweden, declaration of war only on the vote of the 
people. 

... A bill providing for compulsory arbitration in 
railway disputes is before the Canadian parliament. It 
was introduced by the government and will not be 
pressed for immediate action, but allowed to pend a 
year for public consideration and discussion. The theory 
of the bill is that if disputes in a business so widely 
affecting the general public as the railways do, cannot 
be readily adjusted by the parties themselves, the public 
has a right to see that a fair settlement is speedily 
reached and general business disturbance avoided. 

. . . The commerce of the Philippine Islands increased, 
from 1899 to 1901, from $19,000,000 to $30,000,000 in 
imports, and from $15,000,000 to $24,500,000 in exports. 
The United States got in 1901 only nineteen per cent, 
of the Philippine exports, while of their imports we sent 
only twelve per cent. 

. . . The French Prime Minister, Combes, has been 
trying to counteract the possible mischievous effects of 
recent warlike utterances of the ministers of war and 
marine. At a political banquet on the 21st ultimo he 
declared that such individual utterances could not involve 
the responsibility of the government, which under the 
parliamentary system could be involved only by the pre- 
mier. He declared France's foreign policy to be the 
purpose to strengthen the existing good relations with 
foreign countries. 

. . . The elections in Denmark have assured the rati- 
fication of the treaty for the cession of the Spanish West 
Indies to this country. There is reported a strong move- 
ment on the part of inhabitants of St. Thomas for the 
speedy transfer of the islands to United States sovereignty. 

. . . An examination of the morale of army reservists 
has been made in connection with the police force of 
Glasgow, Scotland, and the statistics show that the men 
who are reservists are less trustworthy than the men 
who have not been through the army. 

. . . The Herald of Peace says that there has been 
in England " a great slump in recruits " with the end of 
the war. One recruiting sergeant declared that business 
had grown "bad," that it had "not been so bad for a 
long time." The cause ? " Oh, I expect everybody got 
sick of the war. The gilt came off the gingerbread. 
We've got small (recruiting) depots all up and down 
the country, but we find that very often only a crowd of 
4 riffraff and bobtail ' collect and lounge about the place. 
They're no good to us." 



... A. II. Fried, editor of Die Friedens- Warte, 
writing from Berlin to the French journal, La Paix per 
le Droit, says that it has been found very difficult at 
Leipzig to raise the funds for the proposed monument, 
"The Battle of the Nations," and declares that in 
Germany only a mediocre interest is any longer taken 
in military monuments which tend to perpetuate inter- 
national animosities. 

. . . The unfortunate rupture of diplomatic relations 
between Italy and Switzerland has been healed. The 
settlement of the difference was brought abolit by the 
good offices of Germany through Count von Billow. 

. . . The members of the naval committees of the two 
houses of Congress who accompanied Secretary Moody 
recently on his trip of inspection of the North Atlantic 
squadron are said to be against authorizing the construc- 
tion of additional warships during the coming session of 
Congress. They believe that the increase of the navy 
should be voted only during each Congress, instead of 
at each session. 

... Of the six hundred and forty-two disputes between 
capital and labor in Great Britain last year settled by 
boards of conciliation and arbitration, some before strike 
or lockout and some afterwards, twenty-seven per cent, 
were settled in favor of the employees, thirty-four per 
cent, in favor of the employers, and thirty-seven per cent, 
were compromised, while two per cent, failed of settle- 
ment. This is a record that proves that arbitration is as 
fair to one psrty as to the other. 

. . . The Turkish government has given its consent 
for four Russian torpedo boat destroyers to pass through 
the Dardanelles, under the Russian commercial flag, with 
an interval of twenty-four hours between each two, and 
without any armament or naval crews. The Dardanelles 
and all other such international waterways ought to be 
neutralized and made free to all the world. 

... A difficulty, said to threaten rupture of diplomatic 
relations, has arisen between Great Britain and Venezuela 
over the island of Patos, between Trinidad and the 
Venezuelan coast, over which the former recently raised 
its flag. Great Britain claims the island under the treaty 
of Amiens, signed 1802. Venezuela contends that the 
island was not mentioned in that treaty, and that her 
sovereignty over it was confirmed by the Madrid treaty 

of 1845. 

1 » ♦ » i 

The Widow's Curse. 

BY EDWIN ARNOLD BRENHOLTZ. 

" Oh! what's your woe, my laddie? 
And why these tears, my lass? 
Come! come! let's go to daddy, 
And woe and tears will pass." 

My words stirred tear-streams yet unshed ; 

(Oh, how those children cried!) 
The tears they shed for one just dead 
Seemed blood-tinged; they replied, 
" Our father's slain 
On Afric plain; 
From tears can we refrain? " 



190 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



October, 



Then came the mother garbed in black, 

And wiped those tears away; 
Then turned on me in fierce attack, 

" Art thou in devil's pay " 
(For I had said that wars must be, 
That heroes use the sword), 
" To think on what has thus cursed me, 
And thus deny thy Lord? 
If War be sane, 
Make me insane, 
And I will count it gain." 

Then turned she to the setting sun 

And cried: "Sun, ne'er forget 
My curse invoked on ev'ry one 
Who made me thus regret! 

Curse priest and king! 
May they know sting 
Of losing cherished thing! " 

"Nay, nay!" I cried. "Curse not, curse not!' 

She heeded not my call: 
" Sun, look upon my lonely lot 
And send the same to all 
Who for ambition, profit, pride, 

Brought that cursed war to pass — 
From king on throne to Coster's bride 
Who orphaned lad and lass, 
Whoe'er they be, 
Where'er they flee, 
For War has widowed me ! ' ' 

" Have they no children who would mourn 

If thy curse came about?" 
" Too late! " she cried, " I am forlorn, 
And thousands, without doubt, 
Have joined my curse. The sun, behold ! 

Has passed from sight and shines 
Unceasing on this kingdom old : 
I curse this land's designs 

And those that plann'd — 

blood-stained band 
Consigned to Fury's hand!" 

The twilight deepened ; still I stayed 

And questioned: " Why ask Sun 
To see thy curses promptly paid ; 
Why not ' Whose will is done? ' 
Why not rely 
On One on High 
Who heeds the widow's sigh?" 

" Shall I beseech the One they preach 

Approves of War's cursed game? 
(The Christ of whom the Scriptures teach 

Is surely not that same.) 
Nay, nay ! their God loves power, pelf, 

And cares not for my woe ; 
He is concentered in himself — 

From such God I must go: 

1 call on Sun 
To see undone 

Each truly guilty one." 

She took the children by the hand 
And passed within the door; 



In memory still her curses stand 

Though saw I her no more. 
And pond'ring o'er Ambition's wrecks 

Strewn ever in our sight, 
I whisper low, " Whom War bedecks 
On him will curse alight. 

Has earth a plain 
Where man's not slain 
To win some warrior gain ? " 

O War with sword, and War in mart, 

That curse is yours alike: 
Starvation plays as deadly part 
As sword can ever strike. 

Here lie the dead ; 
Tour hands are red 
With brother's blood just shed. 

TUKNERSVILLE, TEXAS. 



The Lesson of the United States Court 
of Claims. 

BY C. C. NOTT, CHIEF JUSTICE OP THE COURT OP CLAIMS. 
[Address at the recent Mohonk Lake Arbitration Conference.] 

What is arbitration ? It is simply a means or process 
for adjusting international differences. Whether arbi- 
tration will control the wickedness of human nature and 
the lust of conquest ; whether it will rule future men of 
blood and iron ; whether it will meet the conditions of 
all cases that are brought before it ; whether nations who 
enter into arbitration will repudiate their obligations, — 
these are matters which are no concern of mine. Il is 
enough for me as a practical man to say that arbitration 
is the only means which the human mind has yet devised 
for settling international obligations, and that it is my 
duty as a practical man to give it my support without 
raising querulous questions as to its sufficiency. 

The remarks which I am about to make are exceed- 
inglymnpalatable to me for the reason that they involve 
the personal element. Yet I make the sacrifice because 
what I am about to say is not oratory, but testimony, 
and it is testimony to the wisdom of that ideal which 
has dominated the action of Mr. Smiley and our own 
proceedings. 

It so happened that during the last autumn Mr. Bar- 
rett, one of the delegates to the Pan-American Congress, 
finding that I had been of all living men longest upon 
the bench of the Court of Claims dealing with obliga- 
tions of governments, wrote to me requesting that I 
would sketch a form for a court of claims of an inter- 
national character, and he subsequently submitted to me 
for my criticism the schemes and plans of some of the 
other Republics. When I got to work upon this busi- 
ness it soon became plain to me that what Mr. Barrett 
wanted, without knowing it, was really a Court of Arbi- 
tration under the name of a court of international 
claims ; and it then became clear to me that there has 
been sitting for fifteen or twenty years within your own 
gates an international tribunal in effect, though not in 
name, dealing with international obligations, — a court 
of arbitration. 

To make this matter plainer, I will illustrate. Con- 
gress has sent to the Court of Claims the French 



